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AMERICAN Refſſtance Indefenſible.. 


SERMON 


| 5 T 1 TUS ii. 1. 
Put them in Mind to be ſubject to Principalities and Powers, to 2 
obey — 


H AT this Diration, when given by Saint Paul, 
was highly proper and expedient, muſt appear ex- 
tremely obvious. The firſt Converts to Chriſtianity, 
living under Heathen Magiſtrates, and ſubject to many 
Inſults and Perſecutions in conſequence of their Religious Pro- 
feſſion, had need to be frequently reminded of the Obedience they 
owed their Civil Governours. But that in a Chriſtian and Pro- 
teſtant Country, in a Land of Civil and Religious Freedom, a 
Miniſter of the Goſpel ſhould find himſelf under the Neceſſity 
of Directing the Attention of his Hearers to this Duty, ſeems 
not ſo eaſy to be accounted for. At the ſame Time it will, 
doubtleſs, be admitted, that, ſhould the Occaſion render it re- 
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not fo eaſy to be accounted for. At the ſame Time it will, 
doubtleſs, be admitted, that, ſhould the Occaſion render it re- 
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was highly proper and expedient, muſt appear ex- 
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quiſite, we are under a double Obligation to * the * 

of the Apoſtle. 

It muſt be granted, that, * every Part of human Conduct, 
much depends upon Education, Habit, and Example; upon pre- 
conceived Ideas, and a ſettled Train of Thinking. In a Land 
of eſtabliſned Deſpotiſm, no one preſumes, even in Thought, 

to contravene the Will of the Sovereign. He is raiſed fo far 

above his People, that he is conſidered as of a different Species, 
and inveſted, in ſome ſort, with Divine Attributes. If they ſolicit 
an Admiſſion into his Preſence, it is only to proſtrate them- 
ſelves before him, and to receive his Commands. His Miniſters, 
whilſt they partake of his Authority, extend and complete his 

Power and their own. Should overburthened Nature, at any Time, 

attempt to aſſert her injured Rights; ſhould the People, in a 
Paroxyſm of deſperate Frenzy, ſweep away the Oppreſſor and 

his Creatures to one common Ruin; yet their Minds are not pre- 

pared for the Eſtabliſhment of any better Syſtem : the Storm 
ſubſides, and they ſubmit again to a ſimilar Yoke, The Tyrant is 
changed, but the Tyranny remains, 

_ Happily, at Home, we have a very different Proſpect. The 

Inhabitants of Creat-Britain have adopted from ancient Rome, but 

applied in a Manner peculiarly their own, a Language which would 

be utterly unintelligible in many Parts of the Globe, and which 
even the other civilized Nations of Europe cannot hear without 

Admiration and Aſtoniſnment.“ What I mean is, the Expreſſion 


firſt, I believe, uſed in the Senate-Houſe, and ſince frequent in the 


Mouth of every Plebeian, The Majeſty of the People. Reſpect- 
ing the Truth and Propriety of this Sentiment, I ſhall not 
venture to determine; but ſurely it well characteriſes the Genius 
of a Nation, the Citizens of which have imbibed an early and 

ſtrong 


© See the Abbe RarNal's Hiſtoire Philofephique et Politique, &c. Liv. xix. 
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Rrong Attachment to the Principles of Liberty, and are highly 
ſenſible of their own Importance. 

1. Living under the Protection of Impartial Laws, obſerving 
the Road to Wealth and Honour equally open to all, we are apt 
to look up to our Rulers with an envious Eye, to confider them 
as invading a Province to which they have no Claim ſuperior to 
that of their Fellow-Creatures, to ficken at the Sight of their 
Exaltation, and take a Pleaſure in the Proſpect of their Fall. No 
leſs impatient of Misfortune than of Controul, we attributè every 

adverſe Event to the Miſconduct of our Governours; and find 

| Tome Conſolation in being able to perſuade ourſelves, that we can 
aſcribe the Evils we ſaffer, to the Ignorance or Wickedneſs of "oP 
whom we with to depreſss. : 


It is poſſible indeed, that our very Virtues, and our Rupetience - 
irſelf, may ſometimes | :ad us into dangerous Errors. We have the 


higheſt Value, and with good Reaſon, for our conſtitutional Free- 
dom: We are aware to what Hazards it has been expoſed, from 
what Dangers it has been delivered ; and we know too, that ſuch. 
as are poſſeſſed of Power are but too prone to abuſe it to ſelfiſh and 
ignoble Purpoſes ; to oppreſs thoſe they ought to protect, and to 
violate thoſe common Rights of which they are the appointed 
Guardians. Hence are we perpetually liable, with or without Oc- 
caſion, to be alarmed for our Liberties : Hence we become Inſtry- 
ments in the Hands of factious and deſigning Men for the Accom- 
pliſhment of the moſt pernicious Purpoſes : Hence we dream of 
Grievances that never exiſted, and foreſee Dangers that wall never 
approach us. 

Surely it would be right for us to conſider, that, as we cannot 
live out of Society, ſo neither can we live in it without Govern- 
ment; and that therefore to quarrel with our Governours merely 
as ſuch, is moſt unreaſonable and unjuſt. We ſhould reflect at the 
lame 
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fame Time, that, as our Superiors are liable to Error, ſo are we 
alſo in our Opinions concerning them; that, with reſpect to many 
of their Proceedings, great Numbers of us may. be but incompe- 

tent Judges; and that to oppoſe their Meaſures at all Adventures, 
without clear Light and a full Conviction of their evil Tendency, 
is a Behaviour by no Means becoming good Citizens or honeſt 
Men. e : V 53555 
Obedience to Authority is a general Duty ariſing from the Nature 
of Civil Society *. In this Place perhaps I may be allowed to add, 
that it is a Duty ſtrongly enforced by our Religion. This however 
is a Strain of Argument which ſuits not the liberal Spirit of the 
Times; it leads, we are told, to Doctrines which,. for their humi- 
liating and laviſh Tendency, have long been juſtly exploded and 
reprobated. But may I not aſk, Are we then no Way intereſted 
in thoſe Paſſages of Holy Writ, which reſpe& this Argument? 
Are the Dictates of Divine Wiſdom to be adhered to in Part only? 
Were the Inſpired Writers themſelves miſtaken, when they deli- 


vered Directions concerning Submiſſion to Magiſtracy ? Or are their 
Precepts on this Head ambiguous,. indeterminate or obſcure ?_ 


No Doubt, when either the Law of Reaſon or the Law of NReve- 
1 12000 commands Subjection to Superiors, the Obligation is to be 
EE | conſidered, like all other general Obligations, as liable to Excep- 
tion and Limitation. The Scriptures however uniformly enjoin 
Submiſſion ; concluding, we may preſume, that Men would be 
ſufficiently ready of themſelves to make the Exceptions. And to 
whatever Abuſes this Doctrine may have been ſubject, there is 
Reaſon to apprehend that we are at preſent running into the oppo- 
ſite Extreme; and that the Time may not be far diſtant, when we 
ſhall 


| 
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* See the Biſhop of Balsror- s Sermon preached before the Houſe of Lords: 
Jan. 30, err 1 5 
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Gall find the Want of that Loyalty on religious Principles, which 
Many at preſent appear to treat with much Contempt. 

In England a legal Oppoſition to Meaſures clearly unconſtitutional 
and of bad Tendency, is not only juſt but commendable. Tis 
right, as a Mean of preventing what is Evil; it revives or ſuppùfts 
the Spirit of Freedom; it reminds thoſe in Power of their Duty, 
and the Danger of abuſing the Authority with which they are in- 
veſted. But an Oppoſition from indirect Motives, an Oppoſition 
to particular Men, becauſe they are employed by the Sovereign, an 
indiſcriminate Oppoſition to whatever comes from Authority, is 
indecent, immoral and highly pernicious. Eſpecially when it pro- 


ceeds fo far as to encourage Faction and Licentiouſneſs, and to in- 


flame the Minds of the People againſt their Rulers, reſpecting 
Meaſures of which it is impoſſible they ſhould form any adequate 
Judgment. 
It ſhould always be e d that Civil Liberty i is of a ſevere. 
| and reſtrained Nature, comprehending in the very Idea of it, Autho- 
fity, ſettled Subordination and Subjection. A genuine Love of 
Liberty will as certainly engage us to reverence and ſupport A- 
thority, as to withſtand Tyranny ; ſince the one is as neceſſary to 
the very Being of Liberty, as the other is deſtructive of it. No- 
thing therefore can be more unhappy than the Miſtake of many 
Perſons, reſpecting what they call the Spirit, of Liberty, but what 
is in Fact the Spirit of Licentiouſneſs. They can pardon every 
Outrage, every Violation of Law and Order, whilſt it proceeds 
from this Spirit. But would it not become theſe Men to conſider 
what may probably be the Conſequence of ſuch a Conduct? They 
ought to know that this Licentiouſneſs, or Exceſs of Liberty, has 
not only an immediate Tendency to deftroy all civil Security and 
conſtitutional Freedom, but has in Fact overthrown many free Go- 
vernments, and particularly our own. Would they but reflect too 
C 55 On 
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on that Averſion from Reſtraint and Diſregard of Authority, which 
ſeem every where ſo prevalent ; that Contempt for religious Prin- 
ciple (one of the main Sources of political Safety) which the evil 
Spirit of Scepticiſm and Infidelity has introduced and propagated 
amongſt us; they might perhaps be led to foreſee Dangers of a 


very different Nature from thoſe with which 3 now affect to 


threaten us. 
As to thoſe fanciful Schemes of Gorenmant #. „ which Men i im 
Retirement ſometimes amuſe the Public with, *tis ſuſicient to ob- 
ſerve concerning them, that they are mere Theory, and ſuch as 
never have been, nor ever will be reduced to practice. To inform 
the common People that they ought to be ſelf-governed, can anfwer 
no other Purpoſe than that of flattering their Pride, and rendering 
them unit either to govern or be governed. Whilſt we are in our 


Dr. Paicz's Treatiſe is ſo evidently the Work of a Partiſan, and in which 
| his Zeal ſo manifeſtly gets the better of his Judgment, that it ſeems ſomewhat 
extraordinary Oppoſition ſhould have made Choice of it as the Subje& of « ſhort- 

| lived Celebrity. But the Preacher had principally in View another Work, leſs 


| known indeed, but infinitely more ingenious, the Three Dialoguer concerning Li- 


.berty. He is of Opinion the Author, when ſpeaking of what he calls the natural 
end inherent Rights of the People, and the Neceſlity of their exerting thoſe Rights, 
has not ſufficiently attended to their Follies and Vices. He has not conſidered 
how apt they are to ſuppoſe their Rights invaded, how liable to be ſeduced by 
artful and ambitious Leaders, and the Miſchief reſulting from their perpetually 
_ reclaiming and reconveying the Powers committed to their Magiſtrates. A Con- 
Kitution, that is, an eſtabliſhed Syſtem of Compacts, Laws and Uſages, with an 
hereditary Magiſtracy, irremoveable whilſt it anſwers the Purpoſes of its Inſtitu- 
tion, ſeems the only certain and adequate Cure for theſe Diſorders. In ſhort, had 
the Writer of the Dialogues attended more to the Weakneſſes of human Nature 
and the Hiſtory of Mankind, he would probably have ſeen the Danger of an At- 
tempt to carry his Idea into Execution, Whilſt he keeps his Eye upon Mr. Locks, 
de ſcems upon ſafe Ground; but when he quits his Preceptor he loſes himſelf, 


6 
preſent imperfett and depraved Condition, ſobject to many irregular 
Paſſions and many Errors, we ſtand in need of a Variety of Re- 
ſtraints; and provided theſe are not exceſſive or unneceſſarily mul- 

tiplied*, but ſuch as have a Tendency to promote general Security | 
and general Good, and conſequently our own Good as Members of 
the Community, we have all the Freedom we can reaſonably deſire. 
is abſurd to ſuppoſe any Man ought to be more free, than the 
State of Civil Society and the Public Good allow him to be. 

It is indeed more than probable, that every Form of Govern- 
ment upon Earth partakes of that Imperfection which ſeems attend- 
ant on all the Works of Man f. But are we then to be perpetually 

ſubverting received Law and Uſage, and ſetting Things afloat, in 
order to go in queſt of à faultleſs Monſter the World never ſaw? 
| Reaſon as well as Hiſtory ſufficiently informs us of the Danger and 
Folly of ſuch a Conduct; and proves, that the beſt Apology we 
can make for ſuch as recommend theſe — Novelties is, 
| They know not what they do. 
| Whoever enjoys the Benefit of Living under the Protection of _ 
juſt and equal Laws, ought upon every Principle of Gratitude and 
Duty, to contribute towards the Support of thoſe Laws, and the 
A by which "oy are enacted, To endeavour to leſſen the 
ruling ” 


> See Har 1s Obſervations on the Nature of Civil Liber, 8 and the Principles of 

Government. 5 
F And yet certainly the Englim Conflitution, as delineated by Dr. 8 if 

not perfect, approaches very near to Perfection. I am of Opinion the Work 
| alluded to, ſo flattering to Engliſhmen, if duly conſidered, muſt for ever filence 

the Clamours of a Republican Faction. The Author forebodes no Danger to 
Liberty from any growing Connection between the King and the other Branches 
af the Legiſlature, nor does he appear to have any Idea of the public Debt's be- 

coming an Inſtrument of Tyranny. His Opinion of the Diſpute between Grtat 
Britain and her Colonies is well known. 
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ruling Powers in the Opinion of the Public, is to do an Injury to 
the Community z as it tends to introduce a Contempt for the Laws 
themſelves, and to open a Door to Anarchy and Confuſion. It 


would ſurely be but decent too, whilſt we all profeſs the utmoſt 
Confidence in the Sovereign's Wiſdom and Goodneſs, to ſhew this 


Confidence by ſomething more than mere Profeſſion ; and in parti- 
cular chearfully to ſuffer him (what he has an undoubted Right to 


do) to make Choice of his own immediate Servants. Whilſt we 
are conſtantly arraigning the Underſtanding or Integrity of thoſe 
to whom the King has entruſted Power, we do not ſuppoſe that the 


Whole of the Odium reſts with them; and we forget what we owe 
to Ourſelves, as well as what we owe to our firſt Magiſtrate, when 


we wantonly charge him with continuing in Office ſuch Men, as 


from any Defect either of Probity or Underſtanding, muſt ruin his 
Intereſts and Diſgrace his Reign. Such a Conduct appears doubly 


inexcuſable, whilſt it is notorious, that the Prince has ſhewn no 
Inclination to govern otherwiſe than according to Law, and the 


Principles of the Conſtitution but has ever made the Happineſs 
of the People his own. | 


2. But beſides thoſe cena Occaſions for Diffatisfaction and 


Complaint reſpecting their Governours, which the People of 
theſe Kingdoms are ever ready to imbibe, and which Faction and 


diſappointed Ambition are ever ready to inſtil into them; the pre- 
fent unhappy Diſpute with America has furniſhed particular Cauſes, 
it ſeems, for Alarm and Apprehenſion, for Clamour and Invective. 


The /mericans, we are told, till forced into Revolt by our Un- 


kindneſs and Injuſtice, were our Fellow- Subjects and our Brethren. 


Deſcended from the ſame Anceſtors, they would have rejoiced in 


nothing ſo much as in a Reciprocation of Affection and kind 
Offices. Meaſures of Severity and Coertion therefore were molt 


eruel and unnatural, At the ſame Time whilſt we further the 


Deſigns 
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Deſigns of Adminiſtration in this Conteſt, we do but pave the 
Way to our own Enſlavement. The Syſtem of Tyranny which 
' commences with the Subjugation of the Colonies, will be com- 
pleted on this Side the Atlantic, and the Freedom of Great- 
Britain will be conſoled only with the wretched Diſtinction of being 
laſt devoured. 
Where much is aſſerted it is s probable that fontihing will bo 
believed, and the Story of Oppreſſion ſeldom fails to excite our 
Commiſeration. But how the Americans could be ſaid to be our 
Fellow- Subjects, whilſt they refuſed Submiſſion to the ſupreme 
Authority of the State, does not ſeem obvious to a plain Under- 
ſtanding. They had indeed been our Fellow-Subjects, and in con- 
ſequence of this Relation had gained ſuch a Degree of Power and 
Wealth and Importance, as has not hitherto been known in the 
World. It would have been their Intereſt and their Happineſs, as 
it was their Duty, not to 0 forfeited cheir Title to chis diſtinguiſhed 
Deſignation. 
That many of them are the Deſcendants of Britons will readily 
be admitted; and they have at no Time found us backward in giving 
_ unequivocal Proofs of Attachment and Regard. The Misfortune 
is, they do not recognize theſe Bonds of Union and Affection, ex- 
cepting in the Times of their Weakneſs and Diſtreſs, and only ſo 
far as may promote or ſecure their own Advantage, Fre yet their 
infant Fortunes came of Age, and whenever Danger threatened, they 
were our Bone and our Fleſh; but as ſoon as we called upon them 
for a Teſtimony of Affection in their Turn, they were no longer 
our younger Brethren, but derived their Origin from all the States 


of Europe 
3 believe 


* See the Pamphlet entitled Common Sen/e. 
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I believe it may be granted, that when Government has made 
Slaves of the Americans, our own Liberties will not long ſurvive. But 
the ſtale and gratuitous Aſſertions of thoſe whoſe Buſineſs it ſeems 
to be to abuſe 1 and miſrepreſent, to inflame the Minds of the Vulgar, 
to ſcatter Firebrands, Arrows and Death, are not ſufficient to con- 
vince us that Government has formed any ſuch Deſign. If however 
Submiſſion to a Law that affects the Property of the Subject, when 
ordained by competent Authority, be a ſurrender of Civil Freedom, 
then were both the People of theſe Kingdoms and the Coloniſt. 
Slaves long before our preſent Rulers were born. 
I hope you will permit me to be ſomewhat more particular on 
this Occaſion. „„ 
When amidſt other opening Scenes of future Greatneſs and Felis 

city, a wide-extended Commerce preſented itſelf to the View of the 
People of this Iſland, they naturally turned their Eyes to the newly- 
diſcovered Regions beyond the Atlantic. Of theſe ſuch as promiſed 
the moſt ſpeedy and ſplendid Advantages had been already taken 
Poſſeſſion of, with much Avidity and much Cruelty, by other Na- 
tions. What remained for England was a Country which might be 
gained without violating the Laws of Juſtice and Humanity, in a 
Climate not altogether unlike its own; a Country that furniſhed 
ample Room for the Exerciſe of the hardy and intrepid Induſtry of 


Britons, and which finally promiſed Emoluments equally important 
and durable. 


As in all the Grants made by the Crown the Commencial Intereſt 
of this Kingdom was a principal Object of Regard, the Trade of 
the new Eſtabliſhments was neceſſarily confined to the parent State; 
though for many Years, during their Infancy, almoſt every Regu- 
lation was calculated for their Advantage. When this Trade became 
of ſufficient Conſequence the Reſtriction was ſecured by an expreſs 
Law, the leading Principle of which has been for the moſt Part 

admitted, 
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admitted, though! its due Operation has been but too generally and 
too notoriouſly defeated. 
The Mother Country granted to the Coloniſts Protection and 


Support, together with Every neceſſary and reaſonable Encourage- 


ment. It has granted, as the Occaſion required, Bounties on the 
Produce of their Lands; and in ſome Inſtances, in ſome very ex- 
traordinary Inſtances, laid itſelf under Reſtraints, in order to give 
a Monopoly in their Favour. It is not meant to be inſinuated, 
that, in all theſe Regulations, the Intereſt of the People at Home 
was totally diſregarded; but, if duly examined, they clearly prove, 
that the Legiſlature has viewed with an equal Eye of Affection and 
Regard all the Subjects of the Empire. And if in Caſes, wherein 
the Britiſb Legiſlature is confeſſedly competent, its Power has been 
equitably and impartially exerciſed; why ſhould we ſuppoſe it 
would be otherwiſe exerciſed, if admitted (as it was indeed for more 
than a Century admitted) in thoſe Caſes which have been repre- 
ſented as the Grounds of the preſent Diſpute ? 
But the Britiſb Dominions in America are to be conſidered, not 
only as Factories or trading Settlements, but alſo as Colonies planted 
by the Mother Country, as Provinces making Part of the Empire. 
On this Ground then they are certainly bound to contribute to- 
wards the general Expences of the State, and particularly to the 
Support of thoſe Eſtabliſhments, from whence they derive their 
Security and their Wealth. It ſhould be remembered too, that 
whatever Advantages have accrued from American Commerce, a 
few Individuals only of theſe Kingdoms, immediately at leaſt, have 
been benefited by them: I ſay, immediately az leaſt, becauſe it is 
highly problematical, whether the great Body of the People has 
received any Benefit at all“. Whereas very large Sums, drawn 
from the whole Community here, have been liberally and chearfully 
oranted 


* See what is ſaid on this Subject by Dr. SmiTH, in his 2 into the Naturs 
and Cauſes of the Wealth of Nations, 


„ 


granted for the Support and Service of the n Surely then 


the Colonies are bound, in Gratitude and Duty, in Time of their 
Abundance and our Neceſſity, to be aſſiſtant in the Relief of our 


Diſtreſſes, and the Alleviation of our Burthens: And this indeed 


is candidly confeſſed by one of the moſt diſtinguiſhed and moſt re- 
ſpectable of their preſent Rulers *. 

The late War (to ſay nothing of chat preceding it) ciornithiland; 
ing what has been aſſerted to the contrary, was unqueſtionably un- 


dertaken with a View to their Protection and Security. This was 
not denied during the War, and it is evinced by Records indiſpu- 
tably authentick +. It is equally true, though this too has been con- 


troverted, that they were greatly benefited by the Succeſs and Ter- 


mination of it. In particular, their former Enemies were become 
their Friends and Fellow- Subjects; and, in Conſequence of this, 
their Indian Neighbours were no longer able, had they been inclined, 
to give them Much Diſturbance. Peace was in all their Borders. 
They were at Liberty to purſue the Cultivation of their Lands, the 
Extenſion of their Settlements, Fiſheries and Commerce, and to 


become populous, rich and powerful. To what Uſes they have 


applied the Advantages then put into their Hands, is now too 
plainly ſeen and felt. 


Whatever Renown was gained during the Courſe of che War by 
the Bleſſing of Heaven on the Britiſb Arms, there was one Conſe- 


quence of it very alarming to the Eaſe and Security of theſe King- 
doms. I muſt be ſuppoſed to mean the enormous Increaſe of our 
national Burthens. In this State of Affairs it was judged expedient 

and proper, that America ſhould bear a Part, in a more effectual 


Manner than her Circumſtances had hitherto ſuffered her to do, in 


the general Relief and Support of the Empire; ; and a Law was 
enacted 


Mr. Dickkxsox. See the 1 to the Penhylvania Delegates. See 


too the E. of CHATHAMu's Proviſional Bill. 
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enacted for the Purpoſe. This however, as has been clearly 
proved *, was by no Means an Innovation. Many Laws had been 
made, as occaſion ſuggeſted the Expediency or Neceſſity, on the 
lame Principle. Theſe had met with no Oppoſition ; nor had the 
rightful Authority of the ſupreme Legiſlature in theſe Inſtances 
been ever controverted. : 
In every well conſtituted political Body there mult ſomewhere re- 
| fide a Power competent to the Purpoſes of Government. The Right 
of railing and applying the public Revenues is a Part of that Power, 
and in order to its due Execution muſt be veſted in the Soverei onty 
or firſt Authority of the State. In a wide-extended Empire this 
appears more eminently neceſſary; as without ſuch a ſuperintending | 
and directing Sovereignty, to apportion and appropriate the public 
Supplies, infinite Diviſion and Confuſion muſt enſue, amongſt its 
ſeveral Parts, from Contrariety of Sentiment and Oppoſition of 
| Intereſt. It is not however neceſſary that the ſupreme Authority 
ſhould always exerciſe this Right; it may delegate its Power, or 
ſuſpend the Execution of it, in whatever Manner ſhall be judged 
expedient and conducive to general Good. But the Right re- 
mains inherent in the Supremacy; or, wherever it is otherwiſe, _ 
the political Fabric is ſo far deſtitute of Simplicity, Beauty and 
Strength. 

Ir is true the Coloniſts have no Delegates immediately choſen by 
themſelves in the Legiſlative Aſſembly of the Britiſp Empire; and 
it is equally true, that whilſt they ſeein to complain of this Circum- 
ſtance as a Grievance, they expreſs no Deſire to have it removed. 
Previous to the Commencement of the preſent Diſturbances they 
had been governed by Laws enacted by the Legiſlature of the Parent 
State, and under the Operation and Protection of thoſe Laws they 


had flouriſhed exceedingly. 
E Nothing 
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Nothing can be more abſurd than the Suppoſition that any Govern= 
ment would ſacrifice its Strength and Wealth, in order to raiſe an 


Independent Empire, and a Rival in its own Commerce and Great- 
_ neſs. The Coloniſts had indeed the Privilege of making Laws; 


bur it is conſtantly ſtipulated that they ſhall not be repugnant to the 


| Laws of England: and in the firſt Charter of the Maſſachuſetts-Bay, 
Immediately after the Grant to the Governour and Company reſiding 


in England of this Privilege of making Laws for the Colony, is 


added, according to the Courſe of other Corporations in this our Realm 


of England: which remarkable Words point out, with ſufficient 


Preciſion, the Nature and Extent of the Power intended to be con- 
veyed. 


Reſpecting their Charters, it is indeed admitted, that as one of 


them directly recogniſes the Authority of Parliament, in relation to 
the Point in Controverſy ; in another the King as directly renounces 
the Right of Taxation for Himſelf, his Heirs and Succeſſors; and 
conſidering the Terms in which this Renanciation is expreſſed, and 
the Relation in which the Monarch imagined the Coloniſts ſtood to 
him, I think it cannot be doubted that the Charter was meant to 
convey to the Proprietor and Inhabitants of the Province to whom 


it was granted an Exemption from Taxation by any Power extrane- 


\ ous to themſelves. But the Advocates for America do not ſeem to 
lay much Streſs upon this Circumſtance. They are aware that this 


Province has equally with others been always ſubject to Parliamen- 


| tary Authority; and they will doubtleſs admit that the Prince who 
granted the Charter, ſuppoſed his Power reſpecting the Property of 


his Subjects, and particularly thoſe in America, greater than it really 
was. Toa Favourite therefore of arbitrary Principles and fond of 
Power he gave a Privilege, which, without the Concurrence of the 
other Branches of the Legiſlature, he could not conſtitutionally give. 


Since the Revolution our Kings have laid claim to no ſuch danger- 


Ous 
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bus Prerogative; and our preſent Sovereign has too much Wiſdom 
und Goodneſs to ſuffer himſelf to be prevailed on by thoſe, who 
ſtrangely call themſelves the Friends of Freedom, to diſpoſe of the 
Property of his People, otherwiſe than in Conjunction with“ thoſe 
ancient and hitherto ſucceſsful Aſſertors of general Liberty, the | 
2 Britiſh Parliament.” * 
That Taxation, if admitted, will be a growing Evil ſeems not 
improbable ; at leaſt, we have found it ſuch at Home, and eſpe- 
_ cially when the Coloniſts called upon us for Aſſiſtance and Sup- 
port. Here it was patiently and chearfully ſubmitted to as a neceſ- 
ſary Evil, and on the Suppoſition that they were our Fellow- 
Subjects entitled to Protection and Security: And if it be true, 


what we are told by Mr. Locke, that, as Government cannot 


ebe ſupported without great Charge, tis fit that every one, who 
ce enjoys a Share of the Protection, ſhould pay out of his Eſtate 
bis Proportion for the Maintenance of it;“ they have ſurely hi- 
therto had no juſt Grounds of Complaint. 
The Argument we frequently hear urged, and with much Shew 
of Triumph, that our Legiſlators will be under the ſtrongeſt Temp- 
' tations to abuſe their Power, becauſe in Proportion as "they grant 
the Property of America, they will ſave their own ; if admitted to 
be at all concluſive, would prove too much. It would prove that 
great Numbers in this Ifland muſt be perpetually oppreſſed: For a 
Variety of Caſes might be inſtanced, in which a Majority of thoſe 
who impoſe the public Burthens might relieve themſelves in the 
fame Degree, in which they loaded particular Parts of the Com- 
munity, or Perſons of a particular Deſcription. It is true, that 
finally, and upon the Whole, the Public and all who compoſe ir 
muſt ſuffer from the Diſtreſſes of Individuals. And this will hold 
„ equally. 
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equally good reſpecting America. If the Advantages accruing to 
theſe Kingdoms from the Colonies be as conſiderable as they are 


repreſented to be, it never can be for our true and laſting Good, 
that they ſhould be other than great and flouriſhing. Our own In- 


tereſt therefore is their Security. We may add too, that even if we 
could ſuppoſe our Rulers deſtitute of all Virtue, and all Regard to 


general Good, yet a Senſe of Decency and a Reſpect to public 


Opinion, muſt reſtrain them from any conſiderable Exertions of 


oppreſſive Power: And as no Part of the Property of the People 
can be taken from them, but by Laws which receive the Aſſent of 


the Sovereign, who has no Intereſt diſtinct from the general Intereſt 


of all his Subjects, the Apprehenſions of the Coloniſts on this 


Head, if we ſuppoſe them real, muſt be groundleſs. 


But have the Americans no Rights? Nothing can be more ab- 
ſurd than this Queſtion. They have every Right which is con- 
ſiſtent with general Safety and general Good. Whenever they are 
aggrieved, they have a Right to Redreſs, provided they ſolicit for 


it in a legal and conſtitutional Manner. This is no leſs true with 
Relation to the Laws that affect their Commerce, than to ſuch as 


have Reſpect to internal Taxation. And indeed it is evident, that 


if the Parent State cannot juſtly interpoſe its Authority in the latter 
Inſtance, neither can it in the former. If the Supreme Power can- 


not tax the Coloniſts conſiſtently with a due Regard to their natural 


Rights and conſtitutional Freedom, conſiſtently with ſuch a Regard 
it cannot confine their Trade. At the ſame Time I think it more 
than probable, that, if that unhappy and deluded People would 


return to a Senſe of their Duty, the Legiſlature would pay Atten- 
tion even to their unneceſſary Apprehenſions ; would be content, 
in Contemplation of their riſing Greatneſs and Opulence, and with 


a View to Pre all future Jealouſy and Miſunderſtanding, to 
enter 
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enter into ſome ſolemn and inviolable Compa2*® with them; and to 
receive from them ſome ſuch equitable and certain Proportion of the 
public Supplies, ſettled by the united Wiſdom and Policy of both 
Countries, as the Exigencies of Affairs, and a due Regard to the 
Abilities of every Part of the Community, might render expedient. 
Wiſe Governours will pay ſome Regard to the Opinions and per- 
haps to the Prejudices of the Governed. Before the paſſing of the 
Law above alluded to, the American Agents reſiding in England had 
been directed to acquaint their ſeveral Colonies with the Intention 
of the Legiſlature; and at the ſame Time to inform them, that, if 
they choſe any other Mode of raiſing the Money, it would be equally 
acceptable. The Propoſal was by moſt of them rejected with Scorn. 
Their ſubſequent Succeſs, in gaining a Repeal of the Eaw, gave 
Confidence, as might have been ſuppoſed would be the Caſe, to 
Oppoſition, and elated the Spirit of Independence. I think it is 
not therefore to be wondered at, that a Propoſal + ſimilar to the 
former, made not long ſince, was in the fame Manner Wy 
Red 3 = - 
To what Lengths they have fince proceeded, in - what Manner 
they have deſtroyed private Property, ſtopped the Courſe of Law, 
overturned” all Order and Government.” levied Armies againſt the 
Crown, 'and whilft they declared they were contending only for Peace, 
Liberty and Safety, have even invaded the King's other Dominions, 
and taken his Forts and Towns, are Facts which, with many Cir= 
cumſtances of Aggravation, are ſufficiently notorious. In fine, ro 
fill up the Meaſure of their Iniquity, they have declared themſelves 
totally Independent, not only of the Parliament, but alſo of the 
Crown of Great-Britain, have rent aſunder every Tie of Gratitude 
KO F .- and 


— 


* See Gov. PoWNAL IL. $ Speech in the Houſe of Commons, Feb. 20, 1775, in 
the Parliamentary Regiſter. 
+ The conciliatory Reſolution of the Houſe of Commons of Feb. 20, 1775s 
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and Allegiance, and thrown Defiance in the Face of a Parent, who. 
planted them with much Labour, foſtered them with much Care, 
0 and with much Expence of Blood and Treaſure, advanced them to 
1 their preſent State of Maturity and Strength. I would only obſerve 
. on this Occaſion, what one“ of their ableſt Advocates admits, that 
no ſingle Act of Oppreſſion can diſſolve the Obligation between the 
| Governours and the Governed. Nan Wet the Law complained 
[ of Oppreſſive (what however they do not contend it is, excepting as 
b to its Principle and the Precedent it might eſtabliſh} this will by no 
| Means juſtify their preſent Reſiſtance. Whilſt the Ends for which 
. Civil Government was inſtituted are anſwered, Obedience is the Sub- 
1 ject's Duty: And the Right of Reſiſtance operates not, according to 
. | Hooker, but © upon Experience of univerſal Evil ;” and, according 
1 to Locke, © till the Majority (that is, of the whole Community) feel it. 
< 2nd are weary of it, and find a Neceſſity to have it amended.” ] did 
C not think,” ſays Biſhop Burnet, every Error in Government, or 
« « illegal Acts in particular Inſtances could warrant a Breach.” On 
the Whole it ſeems manifeſt, that if the preſent Conduct of the Ame 
ricans is to be juſtified on the Principles of natural Right, then may 
any Colony in the World, or any Province or Diſtrict forming Part 
of a Kingdom or Empire, when actuated by Ambition and a Love 
of Independence, withdraw 1ts Allegiance from the Parent State or 
the controuling Sovereignty of the Body Politic. 
In theſe Circumſtances the Meaſures to be purſued by the Mother 
Country ſeem obvious ; I mean, provided it was not determined for 
ever to abandon the Colonies, and leave them to the fatal Conſe- 
quences of their own Deluſion and Obſtinacy ; to Diſſention, Confu- 
ſion and Anarchy. But not to mention that both the Dignity + and 
1 Intereſt 


Mr. DicxENSON. 
4 Some Writers on this Occaſion have affected to treat the Honcur of the Nation 
with Contempt, as of little Conſequence, or as a Term without —_— What, 

do ſuch Men deſerve ? 
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Intereſt of the Nation ſeemed loudly to reclaim againſt ſuch a Pro- 
ceceding; not to mention the Danger that might have accrued to 
other Poſſeſſions of the Crown Gtvared i in the Neighbourhood of 
Spirits elated with the Succeſs of Republican Ty ranny and fond of 
Rule; it would not have become the Humanity and Generoſity of 
a great and powerful People, to have ſuffered the Well diſpoſed 
(the moſt reſpectable for their Fortune, Probity and Underſtanding) 
amongſt the Coloniſts themſelves, long to tremble under the Iron 


Rod of their unconſtitutional and inſolent Oppreſſors. Their Suf- 


ferings have indeed been too laſting and too trying. May their 
Deliverance be nigh at Hand! And may they long enjoy the vir- 


tuous Approbation of their own Conſciences, and the Reſpect and 


Eſteem of every Lover of his COUntrys and every Lover of Man- 
kind! 

Had thoſe Men, to whom the Serien had entruſted the Di. 
rection of Public Affairs, preferred the quiet Enjoyment of their 
own Honours and Emoluments to the Honour of the Nation and 
the Public Weal, they would doubtleſs have adopted any tem- 
porary Expedient, any Palliative, rather than engaged in this ar- 
duous Conteſt. As Individuals, and independently of a Senſe of 
Duty, they had nothing to gain by an American War, though they 
might loſe much. But as, on the one Hand, they did not appear 
forward to believe the worſt of their Fellow-Subje&ts, nor raſh to 
engage their Country in a Conflict of Blood and Death; ſo, on the 
other Hand, when the Deſigns of thoſe. who had raiſed themſelves 
to Power on the Ruins of Law and Order on the other Side the 
Atlantic were ſufficiently manifeſt, they did not ſhrink back in the 
Hour of Danger. Whilſt any Proſpect of an Accommodation re- 
mained, their Humanity prompted them to indulge the Hope, that 
public Tranquillity might {till be preſerved : At leaſt they ſeemed 


reſolved to give no Occalion to their Adverſaries of charging them 
With 
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with Temerity, and wantonly letting ſlip the Dogs of Wor. But 


when this Conduct was interpreted to be the Effect of Timidity 


and Weakneſs, when the Deluſion became general throughout the 


Provinces, and the only Alternative remaining was a vigorous Ex- 


ertion of the Powers of the State or a final Separation, they heſi- 


tated not to purſue the Meaſures neceſſary for maintaining the Ma- 


jeſty of the Crown, the Authority of the Legiſlature, and the 
Unity of the Empire. The Cauſe is now with God, and the Judge 


of all the Earth will do Right. 
3. I am aware it will be ſaid, that Diſcourſes of this Nature cor- 


reſpond not with the awful Solemnity of the Place in which we are 
now aſſembled, and that this is not preaching the Goſpel of Chriſt. 
The Doctrine of Redemption, and the great Concerns of Futurity, 
ought doubtleſs to be the primary Objects of Regard to a Miniſter 
2+ the Goſpel; and you will bear me Witneſs, that I do not often 
deſire your Attention to Subjects of any other Kind. At the lame 
Time, it ſhould be remembered, that our political is a Part of our 
moral Duty, that Religion binds on our Conſciences the Obſervance 
of every civil Obligation; and that to put our Hearers in Mind to 
be ſubject to Principalities and Powers, and to obey Magiſtrates, ; 18 


the Command of the Apoſtle. 
But the preſent Situation of public Affairs ſeems particularly to 


call upon us for an aſſiduous Diſcharge of our Duty in this Reſpect, 
and for manifeſting our Attachment and Gratitude to Civil Govern- 
ment, in return for the Protection and Support afforded us. The 
Diſpute between Great-Britain and her Colonies is now committed 


to a Mode of Deciſion the moſt affecting and tremendous. At this 
Seaſon therefore it becomes every good Subject and Lover of his 
Country, to endeavour to ſtrengthen the Hands of Government; 
and as it is manifeſt, that ill-deſigning and factious Men have la- 


| boured but too ſucceſsfully both here and in America, in perverting 
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the Minds of the People, and filling them with groundleſs Fears and 


Jealouſies, it may not be unbecoming the Clergy of the Church of 


England to attempt to allay the Ferment, and to inculcate on the 
honeſt and teachable Part of their Hearers wiſer and juſter Senti- 
ments. It is probable, perhaps, that by laying before them ſome ſuch 
Facts and Conſiderations as have been now ſuggeſted, we might 
enable them to diſcover, that their Rulers are not the weak and 
wicked Men they have been induſtriouſly repreſented to be; and 
that no Deſign has been formed either againſt American or Britiſh 
Freedom, nor any unjuſt or unconſtitutional Exactions attempted. 
Hence they will be led to ſee, that the Meaſures now purſued are ſuch 
as the Behaviour of the Coloniſts has rendered neceſſary; neceſſary, 
not only to the Vindication and Support of the ſupreme Legiſlative 
Authority, but alſo to their own Welfare and even Liberty, which 
laſt eſpecially ſeems utterly ſwallowed up and loſt in their preſent 
unnatural and unrighteous Contention for Independence and Domi- 
nation. The Conſequence we may hope will be, that the People of 
_ theſe Kingdoms will at laſt prudently unite to further, as their Situ- 
ations and Circumſtances admit, the Deſigns of a juſt and equal 
Adminiſtration : And particularly to preſent their Petitions to the 
great Diſpoſer of Events, the God of Armies and the Giver of Vic- 
tory, that if every other Expedient ſhould ftill unhappily fail of 
Succeſs, he will ſo continue to aid the military Endeavours of an 
amiable and pious Prince, as to enable him ſpeedily to ſettle this 
great Controverſy ; to fix on a firm and durable Foundation the ſub- 
_ ordinate Dependence of his American Provinces on the Parent State; 
and by an equal Regard to the conſtitutional Freedom and Happi- 
_ neſs of all his Subjects, diſplay a Magnanimity worthy the common 
Father of his People, worthy the Sovereign of the greateſt Empire 
in the World. I may be allowed to add, that, if in the revolted Pro- 
vinces many of the Miniſters of the Goſpel have employed their 
Influence to ſpread Diſcontent and Diſaffection, and have proſtituted 
our Holy Religion to the accurſed Purpoſes of Treaſon and Rebellion*, we 
may ſurely be permitted to act in a Manner more becoming our 
Character; and to convince ſuch as are committed to our Care, 2 
bo 
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if ry will be the real Diſciples of our great Maſter, they muſt not 
only, as Men and as Chriſtians, render to God the Things that are 
God's; but alſo, as Members of Civil Society, to Cæſar the Things 
that are Cz/ar's. 

But farther: we are afſembled here this Day, amongſt other 
Purpoſes, to implore the Divine Intervention and Bleſſing * in a great 
national Cauſe, I judged it therefore not inexpedient, nor imper- 
tinent to the Occaſion of the Solemnity, to ſhew you that the Cauſe 
is ſuch as a God of infinite Juſtice and Rectitude may eſpouſe and 
ſupport. And I was of Opinion, that, more particularly on this 
Day, I might be allowed to offer you ſuch a clear and conſiſtent 
State of the Nature and Origin of the preſent unhappy Conflict, as 
would enable you to diſcover, that the Meaſures of Force which the 
Sovereign is now uſing againſt his rebellious Subjects in North America, 
are, as ſet forth in the Royal Proclamation, zuft and neceſſary. If 
by theſe Means I have ſucceeded in adding Strength to your Faith 
and Animation to your Hope in the Divine Protection and Aſſiſt- 
ance, your remaining Acts of Piety will be attended with new Ar- 
dour, and I ſhall not have laboured in vain. 
But more eſpecially, and above all, it is our preſent Duty to hum- 
ble ourſelves under the mighty Hand of God, from a Conſciouſneſs 
of thoſe numberleſs Tranſgreſſions, that have but too certainly 
called down his heavy Diſpleaſure on this Land. In our Sins ori- 
ginate all our Misfortunes; and only by putting away our Sins can 
we juſtly hope for a Return of the Divine Favour. Let us then 
ſeriouſly apply ourſelves to this moſt important of all Concerns, in 
humble Reliance on the Bleſſing of the Almighty, through the Me- 
rits and Mediation of our great Redeemer. And let us always re- 
member, that the Fear of the Lord is the Beginning of political, as 
of every other Species of Wiſdom ; that Religion alone will be 
found an adequate Cure for all our civil, for all our moral Diſor- 
ders; that Religion alone will ſecure our Happineſs here, as well as 
prepare us for the Joys of Heaven and the Triumphs of Eternity. 


N See the King' s Proclamation. 
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